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PLAYGROUND SAFETY POLICY 

1. All licensed child care operators must provide and maintain a protective soft surfacing 

material below any play equipment, on playground sites, that meets the acceptable shock-

absorbing performance, regardless of the age of the site.   

2. Teacher to Child ratios may never be reduced while outdoors. (with the exception of running 

a child in to use the bathroom, or for a diaper change, however may not be reduced to 

prepare work in the classroom, clean, beds etc) 

3. Staff are required to position themselves in a manner which maximises both sight and sound 

contact with all children in the group to ensure constant supervision. 

4. HiMama (ipad) must be brought outside to have accurate attendance of children at all times. 

5. A detailed Playground Safety Log must be completed by the teaching opening the classroom 

each day, and be kept in a binder, that records: 

• Repairs, removal or installation of equipment, including dates and companies; 

• Injury log, accident and/or injury reports specific to the playground shall be kept 

separate from other accident reports.   

• Daily inspection checklists – done in writing, prior to the children entering the 

playground area. 

• Monthly maintenance inspection – records any hazards or defects which need 

immediate attention or that requires a plan of action to resolve the problem within a 

specific timeframe; monthly inspections include seasonal considerations such as snow 

removal etc. 

6. Annual inspection – The CSA standard requires that every year a comprehensive inspection 

and a written report shall be completed. The annual inspection involves a comprehensive 

analysis of play space maintenance, potential defects and faults; and includes details 

regarding maintenance and repair considerations.  

• The person inspecting the playground must have the necessary training and equipment in 

order to accurately assess the requirements set out in the Canadian Standards Association 

standard CAN/CSA-Z614-14. If there are deficiencies in an annual comprehensive written 

report, the licensee may be required to have the playground inspected by a Certified 

Playground Safety Inspector.  

7. A plan of action recorded, based on the results of the annual inspection, including, timeframes 

to address each specific issue.   

 


